
 

SOWA TIME LINE 

We have issued a number of statements since the battle to save our allotments 
began. Please see below  

 



June 2018 Position statement 

On 21 May 2018, Diocesan Secretary Ruth Marlow informed us the Glebe Committee would be meeting later that week 

and would be discussing the allotments and in particular whether to sell options to develop on half the Allotment 

Association plots while offering us adjoining farmland (part of which is flood plain) together with some as yet 

unspecified security of tenure. 

Ruth Marlow also responded to an enquiry whether the Diocese would sell the freehold of the current site to the 

Allotment Association at agricultural value: 

On 25 May Ruth Marlow duly reported back from the meeting of the Glebe Committee stating: “…..members consider 

the request from the allotment holders association to purchase the existing allotment site at agricultural land values. 

After careful consideration of this request I regret to inform you that it was rejected by the committee. As you are aware 

it is the Glebe Committee’s responsibility to consider the management of diocesan glebe land in the long term interest of 

the beneficiaries of the Diocesan Stipend Glebe fund, members considered that the disposal of the freehold of the 

existing site was not in the long term best interest of the fund beneficiaries. 

…… the DBF wish to find a way forward that would both meet the trustees responsibilities and respond to the wishes of 

the allotment holders. To this end work is continuing on the possibility of extending the allotments onto land at the rear 

of the existing site and reviewing the security of tenure of for allotment holders of a site made up of part of the existing 

site and the new extension in the event of the diocese disposing of land  to the front of the current site. The committee 

continue to work on the details of this proposal and I will let you know when I have more information to share on this 

matter.” 

 So far we have still have received no detailed written plans on this idea and details are scant. There is no 

information as to boundaries or area sizes and no specific information about an offer of security of tenure. We 

continue to pursue the Diocese for clear and full written details of their proposals as requested by our members at 

the 2018 AGM. 

Looking back … 

On 15 February 2018 the Wellesbourne Allotment Association Committee met with Diocesan Secretary Ruth Marlow 

and Acting Archdeacon Clive Hogger from Coventry Diocese, at their request, to hear a proposal they wished to put to 

us. They told us they understood the need for the Allotment community to be on one location and appreciated the value 

of the allotments to the community.  However, they said they would still like to pursue options with developers on up to 

half the allotment area. In return for an unspecified form of security of tenure for the future, they proposed incorporating 

land immediately behind the allotments into the remaining allotment site. 

We reported on this meeting at our AGM on February 28 and opened the AGM meeting for debate/clarification. The 

overwhelming feeling of members was that they wished to remain on the existing land. Understandably, to be able to 

make an informed decision they would need to see the proposals in writing. 

We wrote back to the Diocese relaying the meeting decisions and on 27 March received a response from Ruth Marlow, 

Diocesan Secretary, stated the following, that there was, “nothing more I can add to what we have already suggested to 

your management committee. Any changes to the tenure of the proposed new allotment site assumes disposal of a 

proportion of the existing site for development, which itself is linked to planning permission. However I will discuss your 

response with the Glebe Committee members and if we can add anything more will get back to you in due course.” 



  

**STOP PRESS** 

We are therefore left in limbo with no timescales for any meaningful proposals in writing that can be put to members. 

We hope the consultation on 15 February with the Diocese was not a mere tick-box exercise. 

In the meantime, planting is well underway as our allotment community continues to grow. We are welcoming a number 

of new faces onto the allotments this year. We have a short waiting list for allotments and as a committee we firmly 

believe that we will still be sowing and reaping on the site for many years to come. If you wish to put your name down 

for an allotment please contact us at lettings@wellesbourneallotments.co.uk. 

  

April 2018 Position Statement 

On 15 February 2018 the Wellesbourne Allotment Association Committee met with Diocesan Secretary Ruth Marlow 

and Acting Archdeacon Clive Hogger from Coventry Diocese, at their request, to hear a proposal they wished to put to 

us. They told us they understood the need for the Allotment community to be on one location and appreciated the value 

of the allotments to the community.  However, they said they would still like to pursue options with developers on up to 

half the allotment area. In return for an unspecified form of security of tenure for the future, they proposed incorporating 

land immediately behind the allotments into the remaining allotment site. 

 

We have received no plans or proposals in writing and details are scant. There is no information as to boundaries 

or area sizes and no specific information about an offer of security of tenure. We reported on this meeting at our 

AGM on February 28 and opened the AGM meeting for debate/clarification. The overwhelming feeling of members was 

that they wished to remain on the existing land. Understandably, to be able to make an informed decision they would 

need to see the proposals in writing. 

We wrote back to the Diocese relaying the meeting decisions and on 27 March received a response from Ruth Marlow, 

Diocesan Secretary, stated the following, that there was, “nothing more I can add to what we have already suggested to 

your management committee. Any changes to the tenure of the proposed new allotment site assumes disposal of a 

proportion of the existing site for development, which itself is linked to planning permission. However I will discuss your 

response with the Glebe Committee members and if we can add anything more will get back to you in due course.” 

We are therefore left in limbo with no timescales for any meaningful proposals in writing that can be put to members. 

We hope the consultation on 15 February with the Diocese was not a mere tick-box exercise. We will wait and see if the 

Glebe Committee comes forward with any meaningful proposals and we are ready to respond accordingly. 

 

In the meantime, planting is well underway as our allotment community continues to grow. We are welcoming a number 

of new faces onto the allotments this year. We have a short waiting list for allotments and as a committee we firmly 

believe that we will still be sowing and reaping on the site for many years to come. If you wish to put your name down 

for an allotment please contact us at lettings@wellesbourneallotments.co.uk. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE DIOCESE 

OF COVENTRY 

Wednesday 31st January 2018 

Coventry Diocese has over the past decade made many threats to build houses on our Wellesbourne Allotments which 

been here on this site since 1840. Each time the strength of public opinion and the severe damage caused to the 

Churches reputation has stopped them from submitting formal planning proposals. We have a 3,000 strong petition 

calling for the Coventry Diocese to cease their housing development plans which would devastate our community. 

 

We now understand that because of the strength of local opposition, they wish to re-negotiate with us a new 

development proposal. Click here to view the communication to the Wellesbourne Allotment chairman Ian Hope. 

 

We strongly feel the Diocese continues to misunderstood the strength of local feeling about the destruction of our 

Allotments as well as to more housing in the village 

It seems to us that the temptation to maximise the Church assets regardless of the human cost has a vice-like grip over 

Coventry Diocese. Yet another example of what happens when those responsible for managing the Church of England 

assets go unregulated and unchecked by Church Spiritual leaders. The Church of England stands to make millions out of 

sale of our allotment land. Land they have never paid a penny for, land that was gifted into their care during the 

Wellesbourne Enclosure Act in 1733. This first record of allotments here was in 1840, making these one of the oldest 

allotments in the UK. 

 

In 2014, Justin Welby, the Archbishop of Canterbury recognised there was a huge ethical problem when it came to how 

it the Church went about maximising profits from its assets & committed himself to stopping unethical practices within 

The Church . He said the Church of England “…had to be more consistent between what we say and what we do,” he 

also added…….”but these things happen”. 

 

Is this proposal by Coventry Diocese just another one of those 'unethical' things that happens in the name of the Church 

when its Spiritual leaders do not lead? They should read their own Ethical Investment Policy which dictates Church of 

England’s asset management" should be compatible with Christian Values" 

Coventry Diocese has continually stated that as a Charity they have 2 obligations according to the Charity Commission 

Guidelines; to support the mission of the Church & to make best use of their assets to support that mission. 

 

However the Charity Commission also states a Charity also has a 3rd obligation. To be a Charity your mission should 

also be for the public benefit. Any action which benefits the charity must not outweigh the detrimental or harmful 

effects its action causes to people, property & environment. 

 

Putting housing here on our allotment land will without doubt significantly harm the people of Wellesbourne & its 

environment. 

http://www.andrewpalin.co.uk/sowa/attachments/DoCovWellesbourne31Jan2018.pdf


 

However, if Coventry Diocese say they need money they can raise cash from the sale of other land they own in this 

area.  Why single out our allotment land - as one of the few remaining valued community assets in Wellesbourne it is 

the jewel in the crown of the village. Wellesbourne is growing rapidly at the moment will a huge amount of new 

housing estates. Wellesbourne needs more community facilities like the Allotments not less. 

 


