
Minutes of Wellesbourne Allotment Association 

Extraordinary General Meeting 
Held at Wellesbourne Village Hall on Wednesday 16 February 2019 

 

1) Welcome by Ian Hope Chair 

2) Introduction of each committee member 

3) Note of thanks in recognition for all those who attended on such a cold winters 

evening 

Welcome to Anne Prior (PC Chair) as independent observer of proceedings 

Background of why the EGM has been called by Ken Manning 

4) Powerpoint Presentation of facts regarding the Coventry DBF proposal by Ian 

Hope 

5) Committee views 

 

Ian Hope -  Morality / Immorality of CDBF plans 

Malcolm Larby -  CBDF Financial Status 

Anne-Marie Ortu Benefits 

Wendy Necar  History 

Andrew Palin  Community 

Simon Oram  Security of Tenure 

Ken Manning  Strategic Housing Land Availability 

Sharon Underhill The SOWA campaign 

 

6) Questions from the floor : 

 

Q Plot 57 Pete Maxwell 

 

 Query regarding the flood water on the section of land which has been 

suggested for allotments. Pete pointed out that his plot is frequently sufficiently 

bogged down enough to prevent him using his tractor. Therefore the land is more 

likely to flood. 

 

Response was that he made a very good point regarding the suitability of the land. 

Noted that any developer / or CBDF would have to spend thousands on an extensive 

hydraulic modelling research before any land could be offered up. 

 

Q Plot 6A Steve Jeff-Watts 

 

 Steve has previous experience as Chair at Whitnash allotments and has been 

involved with discussions with Warwick District Council. He asked ‘what is Stratford 

District Councils view on the use of the site as a windfall site?’ 

 

Anne Prior reiterated that the allotment has been removed from the current 5 year 

housing plan and that SDC are not looking for windfall sites 

 

Q Plot 52B Eve England 

 

Asked ‘what weight will the ballot have?’ 

 



Response from Ken Manning was we hope it will show that we have the support of 

the majority of our plot holders giving us a strong mandate in talks with the Diocese 

and other relevant groups. 

 

Q Plot 45A Tina Lamb 

 

 Tina thanked the committee and explained that she has supported SOWA and 

written to Bishops within the Church of England. The result of the campaign is the 

offer from  CBDF. ‘How are we ever going to get a better offer?’ 

 

Response from Ian Hope was that there was a long way to go (we are in a marathon 

and not a sprint)  to ensure the future of the allotments and he believes the CBDF can 

be moved again 

 

Response from Sharon Underhill was that at no negotiation has been entered. The 

offer is the result of the campaign and that there is so much more that SOWA can do. 

The committee have to fight this until it is resolved 

 

Q Plot 48/49 Marion Allerton 

 

 ‘The Diocese could give one year notice to quit our lease – what then?’ 

 

Ken Manning responded with ‘that would be a bad move on behalf of the CBDF with 

no benefit to them and would create more bad publicity for the church. During 18 

months of meeting the CDBF have not threatened eviction’ 

 

Ian Hope responded ‘Coventry Diocese do not understand the site and its benefits and 

did not believe there was a risk of this happening’ 

 

Q Plot 54C Tony Aiello 

 

 ‘Could a Compulsory Purchase Order be made?’ 

 

Ken Manning ‘CPOs are very few and far between, but, not impossible’ 

 

Ian Hope ‘WAA have offered to buy the land from CBDF at agricultural rates and we 

would look at crowdfunding such a purchase should we get to that’ 

 

Sharon Underhill ‘As an Asset of Community Value CBDF would have to offer 

WAA first option to buy the land and give time to raise funds’ 

 

Q Plot 8b Ann Witts 

 

 Ann was part of a small group that had met with the Arch Bishop of 

Canterbury to discuss the situation and he had responded ‘I like to know what is going 

on, but, will not get involved in local matters’ 

‘How can we deal with the church when we get responses like that from a leader?’ 

 

Ian Hope ’We will continue to lobby at all levels’ 

 



Q Plot 59F Mary Geisler 

 

 Mary has been a plot holder since 2012 and reiterated that we are a community 

and that all plot holders should vote against the CBDF proposals 

 

Q Plot 61B Keith Steadman 

 

 Coventry Diocese are not offering us anything. Keep up the resistance! If we 

move to new land it will take a minimum of 10 years to get the soil to the standard we 

have now 

 

Q Plot 46A Rebecca Collins 

 

 An architect has advised Rebecca that planning permission could be granted 

for the allotment land as infill development. ‘Has the Diocese made any application as 

such?’ 

 

Anne Prior was invited to comment:  ‘The land does not fulfil parameters in any way 

as an infill requirement. Furthermore, the recent application for land adjacent on the 

Kineton road was rejected as the area is not counted as a built up area, therefore, 

could not be seen as infill’ 

 

7) Final address and thanks for listening by Ian Hope Chair 

8) Members invited to vote using ballot box provided 

9) Open count took place with each ballot paper checked against coded list to 

ensure a true count 

10) Announcement of result : 

 

77 votes cast 

76 to reject the proposal 

1 to accept 

 

Members thanked for attaending. 

 

11)  Next steps : 

 

Ian Hope Chair to write to CBDF to inform of our decision 

Ian Hope Chair to write to Parochial Church Council to request a meeting 

Press & Communications to do press release 

 

Details of forthcoming Joseph Arch walk from Barford to Wellesbourne promoted. 

 

Meeting closed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   


